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Communities Opposed to New Coal at Hunterston
PRESS RELEASE : for immediate use
CONCH call on politicians to unite in opposition to dirty coal plans

Cunningham North is a key marginal constituency in the forthcoming Scottish Election. There is already fierce debate amongst candidates around the plans lodged by Ayrshire Power to build an 1852 MW coal-fired power station at Hunterston in North Ayrshire.

Although welcoming statements made by prospective candidates in opposition to the plans for dirty coal, CONCH are keen that political rhetoric is matched by firm action. They are urging candidates to explain exactly what steps they will take to make sure Ayrshire Power’s plans don’t get given the green light. 

CONCH are urging all candidates to back 4 simple pledges, and confirm that 
1) as individual MSPs they will take action to oppose their plans

2) their parties also will take action to ensure the plans are rejected outright

3) they will take steps to ensure the removal of the coal-fired power station from the National Planning Framework

4) they will use their influence to persuade local councillors to formally object to the plans.
Co-chair of CONCH Tim Cowen commented:
 “The issues raised by Ayrshire Powers plans are too important for them to be turned into a political football. We are worried about the tone of the debate becoming increasingly hostile as the election nears. All candidates should be specific in explaining what action they would take after the election and we would also encourage them to explore ways of ensuring a cross-party consensus can be reached on this issue.’
CONCH are an independent community run campaign and are not affiliated to any of the political parties. 
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